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Synopsis

Here is a spectacular and informative guide to the history of the great Chinese empire and the
customs and traditions of its people. Stunning real-life photographs and lifelike models offer a
unique "eyewitness" view of life in imperial China, from its earliest beginnings in the Bronze Age to
its final days in the early years of the 20th century. See the stunning bronze work of the ancient
Chinese, an early irrigation machine, a set of antique acupuncture needles, the beautiful implements
used for Chinese calligraphy. Learn why the First Emperor created the terra-cotta army, what kinds
of goods were carried along the Silk Route, who invented paper, how a Chinese house was
constructed, why tombs were filled with pottery figures, and what a civil servant’s job entailed.
Discover why emperors were known as Sons of Heaven, what kinds of weapons were used in early
battles, why families worshiped their ancestors, how fishermen used bivas to catch fish, and much,

much more.
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Customer Reviews

This book report is about the world’s oldest continuous civilization called China. From 221 B.C to
A.D 1912 in China was combined under a great and powerful empire called the Qin Empire. Ancient

China was remained untouched because it was apart by the huge a scorching deserts, mountain



ranges, and the ocean. It was cut off from other cultures such as India, West Asia, and Europe.
China’s social structure was a main role in maintaining its national stability. What also helped China
together was a great philosopher named Confucius who encouraged people to lead an ordered
family way of life. Once in a while the Chinese empire experienced short periods of unrest and
disunity and attacks from foreigners. During those times they changed the governments and they
built many innovations and technological advances such as gunpowder, paper, printing, and
industrial machinery. The Chinese people still used the same customs and traditions and stayed
remarkably to today. The first dynasty to leave historical record was the Shang Dynasty. Their kings
ruled the greater part of northern China from 1650 to 1027 B.C., where the soil was fertile and had
enough water from the Yellow River. The ruler of the dynasty was a priest or known as the Son of
Heaven. He had to believe that his empire has to maintain good relations between our world and
heaven. The Shang Dynasty had many slaves, but they rely upon the labor of their rural population.
The peasant farmers cultivated the soil and took parts hunting for food and served as soldiers in the
army. Confucius believed that the early years of the Zhou dynasty were golden years of social

harmony. During his lifetime, he saw growing disorder and saw reducing power in the dynasty.
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